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@A saucer
group launched last year in the Big Apple
promuses to put the
excitement back into extralerrestrials.®

Have you been lo (oo
many stuffy UFO con-
farences lately? Do
they seam a deaden-
ing biur ol reported
sightings, pholos of
silver discs, and
scholarly tomes? Do
the UFQ organiza-
tions MUFON (Mutual
UFO Network, Inc.)
and CUFQOS (Center
for UFQ Studies) strike
you as cold and intsl-
lsclual, with simply too
little pizzazz la ac-
complish anything
imponant?

Take heart. A sau-
cer group af a whole
differenl stripe has
whirled onto the hori-

zon. The New York
Center For UFO Re-
search (NYCUFOR),
which was fatunched
in the Big Apple last
year af a splashy conference attended by BO0 pesple
promises to put the excitement back into extraterresirials
“The movement gels prelty dry,” says Michael Luckman,
NYCUFOR'% founder. | want to get people stirred tp”

The way Luckman sees il, even though MUFON and
CUFQS have done invaliable service, they lall short i mo-
tivational skills. “They've done a great jab of research” he
says, "Whenever | need to know the latest UFO news, | plug
into MUFON's computar mysell. But they're conservative
After aimost twenty years, MUFON hag only seventeen hun-
dred members. I'd like to have five thousand to ten thousand
intwo years. | want 1o reach the average citizen”

Luckman belleves he's just 1he mover and shaker for the
job. A freslance PR man; he says he hag worked with such
heavyweights as Jane Fonda and the Chicago 7's David
Dellinger on the National Mabilization Committes to End the
War in Vietnam: His Interest in UFOs began inthe Seventies,
when he was publishing a newspaper called the Mew York

UFO UPDOARTE

Daijly Planel. He
started a seclion on
UFOs and eventually
came to beiieve that
they carried visilors
from other worlds.

Thenone day, serv-
ing a8s PR man for a
UFO conference in
Manhattan, he ob-
served something
peculiar, Both he and
the keynote speaker,
physicist and well-
respectad UFO
researcher Stanteon
Friedman, spent time
wilh TV reparters. But
in the end Friedman
got litlle coverage
while Luckman ap-
peared on every sia-
tion. That experience
showed himhow des-
perataly the move-
ment needed a pub-
licity expert. The idea
of starting his own UFO group gradually evolved.

Canvinced that the media are the message, Luckman
plans to starl pulting ads on independent TV stations in the
wee hours af the morning, betwaen one and six AM. Some
ol the airume has been donated, and Luckman's organiza-
tion s raising funds 1o pay for production: He's also planning
nationwide lecturs fours of college campuses. The monay
NYCUFOR gleans from thase endeavors will then be used
to finance barnstorming rallies across the country.

The sooner it all happens, the better, stresses Luckman.
With the earth’'s degenerating condition, we have perhaps
25 years or tewer laft to live. "There's an Increase in earth-
quake activity,” he says. “There's a tear in the ozone layer.
The weather s screwed up everywhers Contacting extra-
terresirials: may be our only hope, Their intelligence com-
pared to ours might be like ours is to a warm's. I we place
ourselves [n thelr trust, they may be able to replenish’the
planetor ifnecessary, evacuate It —MARK TEICH
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